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W e are delighted that the Hellenic Journal of
Cardiology is going to be indexed in MED-
LINE. We congratulate the Editor-in-Chief,

Professor P. Vardas, on his success.
In this context, we considered the impact of Greek

scientific research. We were pleasantly surprised to find
that our country (population 10.6 million) ranked (con-
sidering all scientific fields) number 28 for papers
(n=47,954) and number 28 for citations (n=242,237)
among the 146 top-performing countries in the world
during 1994-2004.1 The top 20 countries are listed in the
table. The listing system1 includes any country partici-
pating in a publication; all countries are given equal
weighting. 

One of the reasons for the relatively high ranking
of our small country must be cooperation with scien-
tists outside Greece. An example of this is the most
cited (n=538) article, which includes an author from
Greece.2 Furthermore, cooperation with Greek scien-
tists who work abroad could have contributed to the
overall ranking. 

We look forward to an even higher ranking for
Greece. Undoubtedly, getting local journals listed in
MEDLINE will help achieve this goal by making re-
search conducted in Greece more widely available for
citation.  The Hellenic Journal of Cardiology will also
facilitate even more collaboration between Greek re-
searchers and their colleagues abroad. 

Finally, we hope that Greece will recognise the
contribution of Greek researchers abroad.
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Table. The twenty top-performing countries listed by number of
papers in all scientific fields, January 1994-August 31, 2004 (adapt-
ed from reference 1).

Rank Country Population (millions)

1 USA 263.2
2 England 49.1
3 Germany 82.4
4 Japan 127.3
5 France 60.4
6 Canada 32.5
7 Italy 58.0
8 Netherlands 16.3
9 Switzerland 7.4

10 Australia 19.9
11 Sweden 8.9
12 Spain 40.2
13 Scotland 5.0
14 Belgium 10.3
15 Russia 143.7
16 Israel 6.2
17 Denmark 5.4
18 China 1,298.8
19 Finland 5.2
20 Austria 8.2


